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still without glasses. Nor has she had to obtain
"store teeth/3
"My mother was the daughter of an Osaka
merchant and was well educated, an unusual cir-
cumstance for the daughter of a merchant' in those
days/' recounted her son. "Her teacher arranged
for her marriage when she was nineteen, to a
famous student of the Chinese classics who had
become blind from too much reading. He was
looking for a wife to assist him in his work. Thus
my mother's education continued after her mar-
riage. The scholar, Daisaku Tanahashi, belong-
ed to the samurai class so my mother had to be
adopted by a samurai before she could marry him.
Daisaku Tanahashi was in charge of the grain of
the daunyo of Osaka, which in those days was equi-
valent to the position of treasurer, because all
taxes were paid in rice. With the coming of the
Meiji Restoration, Daisaku Tanahashi found him-
self without any means of support* It was then
that mother found a use for her talents for she had
to support her husband and three children/'
Mrs. Tanahashi first became a teacher in a
primary school in Nagoya. She "soon; started her
o-wn private school in Ichin&miya and three years
later, in 1876, she became the first woman teacher
in a Japanese women's normal school. At this